Minnesota’s Future:
An Early Childhood Agenda
for the Youngest Minnesotans

The path to Minnesota’s future prosperity begins with the well-being of all
our children. That’s why it’s important to make smart investments in early
childhood development and lay the foundation for future success in
school, career and life.
Early experiences literally shape how the brain gets built; a strong foundation
in the early years increases the probability of positive outcomes. A weak
foundation increases the odds of later difficulties. Chronic stressful
conditions in the early years such as extreme poverty, abuse and maternal
depression — known as “toxic stress” — can harm a child’s developing brain.
Advances in neuroscience, combined with years of research on evidencebased interventions, have helped us design effective policies for children in
the first five years of life.
Policies that support the ability of parents, providers of early care and
education, and other community members to interact positively with
children in stable and stimulating environments help create a sturdy
foundation for later school achievement, economic productivity, and
responsible citizenship.

What Minnesota Can Do
Minnesota’s next governor should provide leadership on
early childhood by adopting these proven investments:

4 Offer home visits and parent education to every first-time
parent to help get their children off to a great start.

4 Double the number of at-risk children who participate in
high quality early learning opportunities.

4 Implement a statewide quality rating and improvement

Our Vision:
Minnesota children are
nurtured, healthy, eager
to learn and prepared to
succeed in school AND
in life
• Children have access to
high quality early
childhood experiences
• Parents are supported in
their responsibility as
their children’s most
important teachers
and caregivers
• Families and other adults
in a child’s life are
supported in helping
children succeed
• Communities embrace a
collective responsibility
for children’s success

system for early learning programs.

4 Create community partnerships to coordinate and
leverage investments in children’s and families’ success.

4 Appoint a cabinet-level position to lead a statewide
system of child development and early learning services.

For more information, visit www.minnesotasfuture.net

